
Lesson 4 for April 23, 2016



The power of His touch 
(Matthew 8:1-4)

The power of His word 
(Matthew 8:5-13)

The power of His authority 
(Matthew 8:23-34)

The power of His 
forgiveness

(Matthew 9:1-8)

The power of His call 
(Matthew 8:18-22; 9:9-13)

The power of Jesus is shown in Matthew 8 and 9:



“A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, ‘Lord, if you are 
willing, you can make me clean.’ Jesus reached out his hand and touched the 
man. ‘I am willing,’ he said. ‘Be clean!’ Immediately he was cleansed of his 
leprosy.” (Matthew 8:2-3)

The leper used the word δυνασαι (dúnamai, 
meaning “full of power”). He was stating that 
Jesus was full of power to heal the incurable.

Why did Jesus touch the leper instead of just 
using His own word?

Touching a leper involved becoming infected. 
Nevertheless, Jesus’ touch healed that 
unclean man.

Jesus is willing to touch the 
sinners to transform them 
and to cleanse them from 
their sin.



The story is not a simple case of a leper seeking healing but 
represents a broken and sinful race without any measure or 
means to find rest, peace, and redemption. Sin creates the 
greatest untouchability; it is the leprosy of the soul—where the 
inmost self finds itself rotting; the tenderness of the heart turns 
into a cold, rough rock; the vision for the nobler and the higher 
turns into a proud and haughty self-centeredness. “All have 
sinned,” says the apostle Paul (Rom. 3:23). Thus, all are spiritual 
lepers, untouchables. Viewed thus, the story of Jesus’ touching 
the leper gives us all hope. He crossed not a six-foot bar but the 
vast gulf of heaven and earth, left the presence of God, and 
came to the earth to touch us all. The touch of Jesus, freely 
available to each of us, has the power to forgive the worst of 
sins, to bring about healing where there is decay, and to take us 
from the death of sin into the embrace of God’s love.
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“The centurion replied, ‘Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my 
roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed.’” (Matthew 8:8)

The centurion had power and authority. 
However, he felt helpless to heal his 
servant.

He—like the leper— believed Jesus’ word 
was so powerful that He could do the 
impossible.

Jesus was amazed at the faith of that 
Gentile. He hadn’t found such a great faith 
among the people of God.

“I say to you that many will come from the 
east and the west, and will take their places 
at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
in the kingdom of heaven. But the subjects of 
the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the 
darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 8:11-12)



“The men were amazed 
and asked, ‘What kind 
of man is this? Even the 
winds and the waves 
obey him!’” (Matthew 8:27)

“Those tending the pigs ran off, went 
into the town and reported all this, 
including what had happened to the 
demon-possessed men. Then the whole 
town went out to meet Jesus. And when 
they saw him, they pleaded with him to 
leave their region.” (Matthew 8:33-34)

People were afraid of Jesus after He used 
His authority over the elements and 
demons (see Luke 8:25, 35).

The disciples dealt with that fear by being 
amazed at Jesus and worshiping Him. The 
citizens of Gadara dealt with that fear by 
asking Jesus to go away from their lives.

Jesus has authority to undo every work the 
devil does in your life.

Are we still grazing our pigs—that is, living 
in sin—, or are we amazed at Jesus’ 
wonderful authority that takes away our 
sin?



“Some men brought to him a paralyzed man, lying on a 
mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man, 
‘Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.’” (Matthew 9:2)

That paralyzed man didn’t need to be 
healed but to be certain his sins had been 
forgiven. He was healed physically to 
keep the Scribes quiet!

There’s one thing we all need no matter 
our problems or circumstances: 
Forgiveness of sins.

If we were not forgiven, sickness or 
healing don’t matter; we would lose 
eternal life.

Our spiritual health is guaranteed, since 
“the Son of Man has authority on earth 
to forgive sins.” (Matthew 9:6).



Read Matthew 8:19-21 and 9:9. After studying how Jesus called those people and 
how he warned them about some problems they would have to face, we can 
conclude that following Jesus involves:

“Then a teacher of the law 
came to him and said, 
‘Teacher, I will follow you 
wherever you go.’… ‘the Son 
of Man has no place to lay 
his head.’” (Matthew 8:19-20)

• Being willing to renounce 
everything and to suffer 
discomfort for Him.

“Another disciple said to 
him, ‘Lord, first let me go 
and bury my father.’”
(Matthew 8:21)

• Him being more 
important than our own 
family.

“As Jesus went on from 
there, he saw a man named 
Matthew sitting at the tax 
collector’s booth. ‘Follow 
me,’ he told him, and 
Matthew got up and 
followed him.” (Matthew 9:9)

• Getting up. Dedicating 
your life to serve Jesus.



“There are those who have known the 

pardoning love of Christ and who really desire 

to be children of God, yet they realize that their 

character is imperfect, their life faulty, and 

they are ready to doubt whether their hearts 

have been renewed by the Holy Spirit. To such I 

would say, Do not draw back in despair. We 

shall often have to bow down and weep at the 

feet of Jesus because of our shortcomings and 

mistakes, but we are not to be discouraged. 

Even if we are overcome by the enemy, we are 

not cast off, not forsaken and rejected of God… 

Pray more fervently; believe more fully. As we 

come to distrust our own power, let us trust 

the power of our Redeemer, and we shall praise 

Him who is the health of our countenance.”

E.G.W. (Steps to Christ, cp. 7, pg. 64)


